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  PREFACE 

  NEW TO THIS EDITION 

   •   NEW chapter objectives are included at the beginning of each chapter. Scenarios and 
questions for assessment of learning objectives will be found at the end of each chapter.  

  •   NEW countries have been included in the Global Violence Against Women 
chapter to provide cultural currency and relevance.  

  •   A NEW chapter entitled “Focus on Research and Theory” provides a perspec-
tive on the relationship of research to family violence enforcement policies and 
legal policies. Important case histories and legal challenges are highlighted. 
Of particular importance is the emphasis on the major sources of data for student 
research. The National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) and its prede-
cessor, the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), are examined for their relationship to 
the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS).  

  •   All of the chapters have been updated and revised extensively.  
  •   All links to Internet research at the end of each chapter have been tested and 

updated for currency.  
  •   Updated Questions for Review and PowerPoints are available for this fifth edition.    

 It has been over a decade since the first edition of  Heavy Hands  was published. The first 
edition was called “groundbreaking.” It was the first text for a course not then taught in 
college classrooms. This classic has been tried and found true for hundreds of courses. 
It is used in the United States and abroad. Over a decade later,  Heavy Hands  has grown 
up and kept pace with the fast-changing field of family violence. 

 There have been so many important changes in family violence practice, policy, and 
research. We have seen its criminalization and the resulting controversy. Domestic violence 
protection orders are now a common source of protection for the survivors of intimate 
partner violence. Offenders are routinely referred to batterer treatment programs. We now 
recognize that abuse in later life may come from a spouse or close family member and not 
merely from stressed caregivers. Child abuse has gained recognition as an important crim-
inal justice and police investigation focus. Rates of intimate partner violence and homicide 
have declined. Violence against males, gay, and lesbian populations is now acknowledged. 
No longer is there an expectation for the one-size-fits-all response. Things have changed. 

 Criminal justice has evolved as a profession that values higher education and 
research. This fifth edition has evolved as well. It includes current information on 
numerous topics of interest within the field of family violence. While it cannot cover 
everything, this text provides all of the essential information for a course on family 
violence. It is comprehensive, yet easy to understand. The text has been reorganized so 
that each chapter stands alone, as part of the larger issue of family violence. For exam-
ple, all information concerning child abuse will be found in one of the two chapters 
on that topic. Juvenile and adult offenders are treated in separate chapters. The police 
and court responses are each treated separately as well. This should allow students and 
instructors to more easily find the information of interest to them. Each chapter ends 
with a practical scenario that poses a question for students to consider. The answer 
will be provided within that chapter. This will allow students to test their knowledge 
through a real-life situation. 
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 Reviews from students and instructors have praised past sections on global domes-
tic violence. In response, a chapter devoted entirely to  violence against women around the 
world  has developed. The historical chapter was expanded to include contemporary defi-
nitions and the status of family violence today. Requests for information on criminal jus-
tice research and methods have been answered in the third chapter. Coverage of intimate 
partner violence now has an emphasis on social and structural diversity. Response to abuse 
by military personnel and police officers is covered, in addition to rates of violence among 
racial and ethnic minorities. Along with a chapter on same-gender intimate partner vio-
lence, students will be faced with confronting their biases regarding ethnicity and gender. 
Cultural competence is high on the agenda for the future of criminal justice professionals. 

 Shortly after graduation from the Massachusetts State Police Academy in 1980, I was 
forced to confront my own bias regarding domestic violence. Impressed with my accom-
plishments, the call for service was a rude awakening. To this day I remember the gut-
wrenching feeling when going through the front door of that home. I did not have a clue 
about what should be done. The victim was a man, over six feet tall. He had just announced 
that he was moving out and his girlfriend didn’t want him to leave. When he was on the 
phone with the police, she had grabbed the phone and struck him over the head with it. 
Blood was everywhere, and he required numerous stitches. Afterward, I returned him to 
the house and counseled them both. The resolution never seemed quite right! 

 Fortunately, the movement to intervene in family violence had begun, and I became 
a part of that change. W. Michael Ryan, the Northwestern District Attorney, was instru-
mental in developing my interest in domestic abuse. I owe him a debt of gratitude for the 
training and support that his office supplied while I was a detective assigned to his orga-
nization. We developed the first multidisciplinary team in Massachusetts to screen and 
investigate child abuse allegations. Struggling through the new legislation on mandated 
reporting, the office was inundated with complaints of sexual and physical abuse. Working 
together with the Department of Social Sciences, prosecutors, physicians, victim witnesses, 
and mental health agencies, an increase in successful prosecution was accomplished. 

 Our success was due in part to the aggressive investigation of family violence. It 
was treated like any other major crime. Child victim statements were routinely video-
taped to assure the defense of their accuracy. Adult victims were treated equally and 
with respect regardless of their sexual orientation, gender, race, or the makeup of the 
offender. Evidence to corroborate the statement was collected through search warrants 
whenever possible. Perpetrators were arrested and prosecuted only after a thorough 
investigation. Interviews and interrogations were the norm in every case. 

 After 12 years on the state police force I became an educator at Western New 
England University in Springfield, Massachusetts. My passion to understand the 
dynamics of family violence and the role of criminal justice led me to develop a course 
on domestic violence in 1992. It has been offered numerous times since then, with 
revisions each time, and has grown into a course on family violence. My approach is 
sociolegal, with a leaning toward the criminal justice perspective. This course is now a 
permanent course offering at our institution, and it has been cross-referenced and may 
be taken at the undergraduate level as a criminal justice or sociology course. There is so 
much to learn about family violence that this text provides only a comprehensive begin-
ning to the study of this topic. It includes information on all forms of family violence. 

 The text is designed to follow in content the course that I have offered over the 
years. It is meant to assist both educators with no field experience and those with pro-
fessional backgrounds to meld the theory and practice of domestic violence for students 
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of the social sciences. It is meant to tear down myths about both victims and offenders. 
It shows how both women and men have been victimized. Older adults and children 
are presented as both perpetrators and victims as well. Heterosexuals and homosexuals 
can both be violent; dating relationships can be dangerous. To leave anyone out is to 
ignore the pain and suffering that domestic violence brings. 

 Students of criminal justice tire quickly when hearing about the mistakes of the 
profession. Therefore, I wrote this text with an eye toward the future, without dwelling 
on the past. It is my desire that crimes of domestic violence be identified and the con-
sequences understood. As much as possible, the perpetrators are characterized and vic-
timization is illustrated. My purpose is to provide a positive and instructive text from 
the criminal justice perspective, bringing together the causes and consequences of fam-
ily violence and the criminal justice response. 

 More human misery has been caused by family and domestic relationships than 
all of the wars in history combined. The very nature of these relationships dictates that 
they will be imperfect, fluctuate, and perhaps end. Yet it is not the unhappiness caused 
by a failed or flawed relationship that we find egregious. What is unacceptable is when 
one human being purposely inflicts pain upon another and does so by design. This is 
when the inevitable human discord crosses the line into abuse, and one party chooses 
to apply a heavy hand to the other. It does not matter one bit whether the abuse takes 
the form of physical, emotional, or sexual violence. This type of act is such that it can be 
and is being regulated by recently enacted laws in countries that are advanced in areas 
of public policy and criminal law enforcement. It is the wave of the future. More laws 
will follow; more countries will follow; more of us will agree. Heavy hands are wrong! 

  INSTRUCTOR’S SUPPLEMENTS

To access the following supplementary materials online, instructors need to request 
an instructor access code at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc. Within 48 hours after 
 registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail that includes an instructor access 
code. When you receive your code, go to the site and log on for full instructions on 
downloading materials you wish to use.

• Instructor’s Resource Manual and Test Bank
• PowerPoint Presentation
• MyTest Test Bank
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 Global Violence Against Women         

▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ 

  CHAPTER OBJECTIVES 
 After reviewing this chapter, you should be able to: 
  1.   Define the term  violence against women .  
  2.   Explain the most common form of violence that women around the world experience.  
  3.   Discuss specific forms of violence occurring globally.  
  4.   Differentiate between female foeticide and femicide.   

  KEY TERMS 
  Bride-burning  
  Dowry  
  Female genital mutilation  
  Female foeticide  

  Femicide  
  Honor killing  
  Violence against women    

     INTRODUCTION 

 Even without an exact count of the numbers of victims, it easily can be said that fam-
ily violence affects millions of women, men, and children across the United States and 
around the world. It is not simply a problem for the family experiencing the violence, but 
 as you will note throughout this text,  it is a crisis that will affect us all. How we respond 
depends on the nature of the violence as well as the cultural, economic, social, and politi-
cal contexts. The consequences of this violence affect society as a whole, the community, 
and its children. Additional costs beyond the human toll include lowered economic pro-
duction as well as political and social instability through intergenerational transmission 
of violence. 

 Women are the most frequent targets of intimate partner violence, a major form of 
violence against women (refer to the photo in  Figure   1-1   ). This  first  chapter looks at the 
larger picture of violence against women  to prepare students for the subsequent chapters on 
violence in the family. This chapter     outlines the prevalence of violence against women in 15 
countries around the world; most of the violence occurs behind closed doors at the hands of 
an intimate partner. From this chapter, it is possible to understand the current global con-
cern over the treatment of women within the home and outside.  Later in this text, various 
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forms of violence will be defined, along with response options available in the United 
States. Theoretical explanations are included. An in-depth examination of the criminal 
justice response to family violence will follow.   

 The United Nations (UN) Secretary-General’s in-depth study on all forms of vio-
lence against women reported that the most common form of violence that women 
experience globally is intimate partner violence, commonly referred to as spousal abuse 
( UN, 2006 ). Violence against women within families is a pervasive and long-standing 
problem, although it was not considered as such until quite recently. Violence against 
women is recognized as a global crisis of staggering proportion.  

  VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: A GLOBAL CONCERN 

 No comprehensive summary records the magnitude of violence against women inter-
nationally. It is a global epidemic, and women are not safe from violence in any coun-
try of the world. Acts of violence include threats of violence, coercion, or arbitrary 

 FIGURE 1-1         Eliminating violence against 
women begins with an examination of 
patriarchal attitudes.    Jason Stitt/Shutterstock  
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deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life. Accordingly,  violence 
against women  includes but is not limited to the following: 

   •   Physical, sexual, and psychological violence occurring in the family, including 
battering, sexual abuse of children in the household, dowry-related violence, mar-
ital rape, female genital mutilation (FGM), and other traditional practices harmful 
to women, nonspousal violence, and violence related to exploitation.  

  •   Physical, sexual, and psychological violence occurring within the general com-
munity, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work 
and educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women, and forced 
prostitution.  

  •   Physical, sexual, and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the state, 
wherever it occurs.   

 Advocates recognize that the violence against women in the United States affects 
a staggering one in four American women. The rates are even more astounding for 
women and girls globally. Out of 10 countries surveyed in a 2005 study by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), more than 50 percent of women in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 
Peru, and Tanzania reported having been subjected to physical or sexual violence 
by intimate partners, with figures reaching a staggering 71 percent in rural Ethiopia 
( García-Moreno, Jansen, Ellsberg, Heise, & Watts, 2005 ). Only in one country (Japan) 
did less than 20 percent of women report incidents of intimate partner violence. Among 
women ages 15 to 44, violence against women accounts for more death and disability 
than cancer, malaria, traffic injuries, and war put together. An earlier WHO study put 
the number of women physically abused by their partners or ex-partners at 30 percent 
in the United Kingdom and 22 percent in the United States. The Council of Europe 
has stated that intimate partner violence is the major cause of death and disability for 
women ages 16 to 44 in Europe—more than cancer or traffic accidents ( Love, 2005 ).  

 The United States is committed to combating violence against women around the 
world. In 2012, the United States released its first ever strategy to prevent and respond 
to gender-based violence globally ( U.S. Department of State, 2012a ). Efforts to raise the 
status of women and girls around the world are the cornerstone of the government’s 
commitment to preventing and responding to gender-based violence. The strategy 
outlines four key objectives: to increase coordination of gender-based violence pre-
vention and response efforts among U.S. government agencies and with other stake-
holders; to enhance integration of gender-based violence prevention and response 
efforts into existing U.S. government work; to improve collection, analysis, and use of 
data and research to enhance gender-based violence prevention and response efforts; 
and to enhance or expand U.S. government programming that addresses gender-based 
violence. 

 Included in this heightened effort is the integration of gender-based violence pre-
vention for police and military training outside of the United States. For example, the 
U.S. Police Training and Advisory Team, assisted by four interpreters, teaches practical, 
hands-on training to Afghanistan police trainees in the spirit of our leadership role. 
Refer to the illustration in  Figure   1-2    ( Myers, 2008 ). During the training, police offi-
cers learn to investigate intimate partner violence in addition to techniques for traffic 
accident investigation, weapons familiarization, vehicle searches, community policing, 
explosives detection, the penal code, baton training, handcuffing, and a variety of other 
law-enforcement skills. 
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 The International Violence Against Women Act (I-VAWA) (S.2982, HR. 4594) 
was introduced by the 110th United States Congress to ensure that violence against 
women is included in the nation’s foreign policy, with best practices for preventing vio-
lence, protecting victims, and prosecuting offenders. The bill did not pass and was rein-
troduced by the 111th and 112th Congresses ( Amnesty International, 2013 ). Advocates 
are hopeful of its passing in the near future. I-VAWA would permanently authorize the 
Office of Global Women’s Issues in the Department of State; its measures would include 
supporting health, legal, economic, social, and humanitarian assistance to female vic-
tims of violence in key countries around the world.  

  THE UNITED NATIONS 

 The UN leads the effort to protect vulnerable women and girls worldwide. The UN 
General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women in 1993. This declaration emphasizes that violence against women is a viola-
tion of human rights and recommends strategies to be employed by member states and 
specialized agencies to eliminate it. The UN’s Fourth World Conference on Women 
took place in Beijing in 1995. Highlighting the problems of violence against women, 
the conference signified a worldwide effort toward ending intimate partner violence. 

 The active movement by the UN toward eliminating female violence has 
prompted action toward that goal. The UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
was created to provide financial and technical assistance for innovative programs and 

 FIGURE 1-2         Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Jovener R. Mironchik of the Kunar 
Provincial Reconstruction Team gets handcuffed while Navy Seaman Brian L. 
Boyd Jr. watches during a training session with Afghan National Auxiliary Police 
students at the Kunar PRT’s training facility near Asadabad, Afghanistan.    
Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy Permissions Department, Academix Publishing  
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strategies that promote women’s human rights, political participation, and economic 
security. UNIFEM promotes gender equality and links women’s issues and concerns to 
national, regional, and global agendas by fostering collaboration and providing tech-
nical expertise on gender mainstreaming and women’s empowerment strategies. As a 
result of UNIFEM-supported training, police throughout Cambodia work more closely 
with village chiefs, and men who exhibit violence toward their wives are required to 
sign a contract stating they will discontinue their threatening behavior. The contract is 
used as evidence against the man in court if violent behavior continues. 

 In December 2012, the UN General Assembly accepted a resolution on the 
elimination of female genital mutilation ( World Health Organization [WHO], 2013 ). 
 Female genital mutilation  (FGM) includes procedures that intentionally alter or cause 
injury to the female genital organs of girls and women for nonmedical reasons without 
any health benefits. Procedures that typically occur between infancy and age 15 cause 
severe bleeding and problems urinating, and later cysts, infections, infertility, as well as 
complications in childbirth and increased risk of newborn deaths. According to WHO 
( 2013 ), about 140 million girls and women worldwide are currently living with the con-
sequences of FGM; approximately 101 million are in Africa alone.    

 One initiative that resulted from the 1995 UN Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing was the formation of WAVE (Women Against Violence Europe). 
National membership of WAVE now stands at 46 countries and over 4,000 women’s 
help organizations. Operating from its office in Vienna, Austria, the organization par-
ticipates in the UN study on violence against women and other research projects. In 
addition to collecting and disseminating data on violence against women and children, 
it manages the European Info Centre Against Violence, acting as a point of contact 
between organizations that aid women in Europe.  

  VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: AROUND THE WORLD 

 A legal analysis by the American Bar Association reveals that European countries 
have initiated legislative reforms in order to prevent intimate partner violence ( Crohn, 
2007 ). Two common points of law are recognized in the study: 
    1.   All acts of intimate partner violence are recognized as crimes and fall under the 

provisions of the penal code. However, only two European countries—Spain and 
Sweden—criminalize intimate partner violence acts as specific offenses, whereas 
in other countries such as the United Kingdom, Germany, Austria, Belgium, 

 More About It: Female Genital Mutilation 

 The term  female genital mutilation  (FGM) refers to all 
procedures involving partial or total removal of the exter-
nal female genitalia or other injury to the female genital 
organs for nonmedical reasons. Almost exclusively, the 
term is used to describe a procedure for which parents 
must give consent due to the age of the minor. The prac-
tice is harmful to women and girls in many ways. In addi-
tion to the pain involved, the procedure interferes with 

normal functioning of the body and causes several imme-
diate and long-term health consequences. FGM has been 
reported to occur in all parts of the world. More than 
90 percent of women ages 15 to 49 have been cut in 
Djibouti, Egypt, Guinea, and Somalia ( UNICEF, 2013 ). 
Prevalence of FGM/C among women ages 15 to 49 varies 
widely, from 98 percent in Somalia, to 1 percent in 
Cameroon, Uganda, and Zambia. 



6 Chapter 1 • Global Violence Against Women

Bulgaria, and Turkey, a relationship between the victim and the abuser aggravates 
the offense. In France, such a relationship can be either an aggravating factor or an 
element of the offense.  

   2.   Victims are allowed to request measures of protection from the state. Such mea-
sures vary from financial assistance to the victim in Sweden, to restraining orders 
issued against the abuser in the United Kingdom and Austria. In Canada, the vio-
lation of a restraining order can be an aggravating circumstance.   
 According to the Report of the Secretary-General of the UN in 2006, 89 states 

have some form of legislative prohibition on intimate partner violence, including 60 
with specific intimate partner violence laws, and a growing number of countries have 
instituted national plans of action to end violence against women ( UN, 2006 ). This is a 
clear increase in comparison to 2003, when UNIFEM did a scan of antiviolence legisla-
tion and found that only 45 countries had specific laws on intimate partner violence. 
There are still 102 states that have no specific legal provisions against intimate partner 
violence. For cases of marital rape, the study found that perpetrators may be prose-
cuted in at least 104 states, and 90 states have some form of legislative provision against 
sexual harassment. Marital rape is not a prosecutable offense in at least 53 states. Only 
93 states (of 191 reviewed) have some legislative provision prohibiting trafficking in 
human beings. In many places, laws contain loopholes that allow perpetrators to act 
with impunity. In a number of countries, a rapist can go free under the penal code if he 
marries the victim. 

  Afghanistan 

 Considerable legal reforms have been made in recent years in Afghanistan, despite the 
reality of life for women there. The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
(2004) and the ratification of the Elimination of Violence against Women (EVAW) law 
in 2009 are touted as major achievements toward defining violence as a major crime 
and for the advancement of human rights, including women’s rights ( Hasrat & Pfefferle, 
2012 ). No formal reporting on intimate partner violence occurs in Afghanistan; there-
fore, prevalence rates are nonexistent. Amnesty International’s research indicates 
that country custom or tradition is used to legitimize the violent deaths and injury of 
women by family members.    

 Violence against women in Afghanistan is a dramatic problem that includes forced 
child marriages, physical and sexual abuse, public execution, and girls burning them-
selves to death out of despair due to impunity for abusers. Economic abuses in addi-
tion to practices such as forced divorce, high dowry requirements, denial of education, 
and expulsion from home make the country unique in its cruel treatment of women. 
The victim’s own husband commits 70 percent of all violent acts against women in 

 In the News: Honor Killings: When the Ancient and the Modern Collide 

 According to a story in the  San Francisco Chronicle  
( Stillwell, 2008 ), throughout the United States, Canada, 
and Europe, young Muslim women are being targeted 
for violence. It might be thought that hate crimes are to 
blame, but it is, in fact, their own relatives who are the 

perpetrators. While statistics are notoriously hard to 
come by due to the private nature of such crimes and the 
fact that very few are reported, the UN Population Fund 
approximates that as many as 5,000 women are murdered 
in honor killings each year worldwide. 
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Afghanistan ( Hasrat & Pfefferle, 2012 ). Approximately 10 percent of violence against 
women is committed by strangers; an additional 20 percent is perpetrated by other 
family members of the victim, including parents, brothers, mothers, sisters, sons, and 
in-laws. 

  Honor killing  is the traditional practice in which men kill a female relative who 
is believed to have brought dishonor upon the family or community for forced or sus-
pected sexual activity outside marriage. While fathers are commonly responsible for 
honor killings, they often act in concert with their daughters’ brothers, uncles, and even 
female relatives. Infringements upon a Muslim daughter’s “honor” constitute the great-
est humiliation possible to the religious and tribal tradition from which many such 
immigrant families emerged. Acts that demand “punishment” include refusing to wear 
a hijab (or headscarf), having non-Muslim boyfriends or male friends of any origin, 
being sexually active, rejecting arranged marriages, aggressively seeking employment 
and education, and, more than anything else, attempting to assimilate into Western 
culture. 

 Amnesty International reports alarming numbers of Afghan women and girls 
attempting suicide by dousing themselves with gasoline and setting themselves on 
fire ( Amnesty International, 2005 ). Some have died while others suffer horrific burns 
for life. From 2003 to 2004, the over 380 such cases were documented, some of which 
were attempted suicides and others that actually resulted in death. Eighty percent are 
attributed to family violence, but it is not clear whether family members are setting the 
women on fire or whether the victims have committed the act independently. The over-
whelming majority of the victims who survive suicide report that they had attempted to 
kill themselves as a result of violence in the family.  

  Australia 

 The Western Australian Police responded to 30,933 incidents of family and domestic 
violence over a 12-month period between 2008 and 2009 ( Western Australia, 2013 ). 
In the other states and territories of Australia, approximately 22,000 female victims 
of assault identified a family member as the offender during 2011, according to the 
Australian National Crime Victimization Survey ( Linacre, 2012 ). The Northern 
Territory of Australia had the largest proportion of female victims identifying the 
offender as a family member (62 percent). In New South Wales, 49 percent of female 
victims identified the offender as a family member; in South Australia, 44 percent of 
female victims; and in the Australian Capital Territory, 43 percent of victims. Similarly 
in the United States, women are more likely than men to be assaulted by a partner or 
family member than by a stranger. 

 Relationship information for homicides is incomplete for some of the states and 
territories of Australia and therefore does not represent the entire nation. According to 
the Australian Personal Safety Survey, 17 people lost their lives in Western Australia as 
a direct result of family and domestic violence from May 2008 to April 2009 ( Western 
Australia, 2013 ). The Australian National Crime Victimization Survey reveals that the 
victims were killed by a partner in 6.9 percent to 17.0 percent of all homicides ( Linacre, 
2012 ). Similarly to the United States, Australian homicide victims are predominately 
male and typically know the offender. 

 In response to the problems of family violence, a number of legislative changes 
that affect the police response in Australia have occurred ( Australian Government 



8 Chapter 1 • Global Violence Against Women

Solicitor [AGS], 2009 ). The legislative changes give stronger powers to police, assigning 
officers a legal obligation to investigate if they have a reasonable suspicion that an act 
of family and intimate partner violence has occurred. Police are now allowed to enter 
and search premises without a warrant (but with the approval of a senior officer at the 
level of Inspector or above) for the purposes of establishing whether intimate partner 
violence has occurred, and to provide protection. 

 Police may now remain on the premises for as long as necessary to investigate 
or ensure the safety of a person. Under the legislation, if police investigate or enter a 
premise, they must either take action (apply for a VRO or make a police order) or write 
a report explaining why no action was taken. Police are also now able to issue on-the-
spot police orders. These orders can last for 24 hours without victim consent or up to 
72 hours with victim consent. A police order can effectively remove from a residence 
a person suspected of posing a risk to another, without the requirement of evidence to 
lay charges. Police orders are particularly useful to police if they do not have sufficient 
evidence to charge a person but recognize that there is a serious risk of the escalation 
of violence if suspected perpetrators (who are most commonly male) are left in close 
proximity to their partners. 

 The police in Australia recognize and respond to a diverse population. Speaking 
over 200 languages, the Australian Aboriginal people are made up of 700 traditional 
societies living in Western Australia alone ( Western Australia, 2013 ). Aboriginal 
women are overrepresented as victims of violence. In 2011, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders in the Northern Territory, Queensland, and South Australia were 
victims of sexual assault at up to four times the rate of nonindigenous persons 
( Linacre, 2012 ). 

 Culturally sensitive responses to the family violence experienced by indigenous 
people have led to a balanced approach focusing on prevention, protection, and provi-
sion. Intervention models appropriate to indigenous communities include a preference 
for “cooling off ” rather than criminalization. Suspicion of first response agencies such 
as women’s refuges, welfare, and police services is common. Cultural appropriateness 
of services attempts to reduce the unease about using the criminal justice approach. 
Appropriate intervention designed to improve access to legal services for indigenous 
women is accomplished through the  Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention Legal 
Services  in Australia.  

  Canada 

 Similar to that in other countries, violence against women is a persistent and ongo-
ing problem in Canada. The Canadian Criminal Code has no specific offense of vio-
lence against women or spousal assault. Code provisions that most commonly apply to 
cases of violence against women include the offenses of assault, sexual assault, crimi-
nal harassment, threats of violence, forcible confinement, and homicide.  Measuring 
Violence Against Women: Statistical Trends  reveals the following information on family 
violence in Canada ( Sinha, 2013 ): 

   •   The rate of spousal homicide has declined in recent years for both women and 
men, and survey data suggest that the severity of nonlethal assaults against women 
has also declined.  

  •   Perpetrators of six in ten spousal homicides against women have had a history of 
family violence.  
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  •   Rates of sexual assault increased in 2010 and remained stable in 2011.  
  •   Women are more likely than men to be the victims of the most severe forms of 

intimate partner assault, as well as intimate partner homicide, sexual assault, and 
criminal harassment (stalking).  

  •   Common assaults account for about half of all police-reported violent crimes 
against women. They were followed by uttering threats, which represented 
another 13 percent; serious physical assaults, 10 percent; sexual assaults involving 
little to no physical injury, 7 percent; and stalking, 7 percent.  

  •   The economic costs of violence against women and men to victims and society in 
health, criminal justice, social services, and lost productivity are estimated to be 
about 7 billion dollars.  

  •   Between 2001 and 2011, there were 26 female and 36 male infants killed per mil-
lion in the population.    

  India 

 Violence against women in this country takes on an added twist because of “dowry 
death,” a form of intimate partner violence practiced due to an inadequate dowry. 
Although the practice of insisting on a dowry is strictly forbidden by law, it is still a 
common practice ( Asian Centre for Human Rights [ACHR], 2012 ). According to the 
New Delhi Supreme Court,  dowry  is payment of money or articles during, before, 
or after marriage by the girl’s parent to her in-laws; the cash and presents given must 
be linked to the actual marriage in order to be considered illegal dowry ( Mahapatra, 
2008 ). More than 6,000 women are killed each year because their in-laws consider their 
dowries inadequate; bride burning is an example of dowry death that is practiced. In 
 bride-burning  cases, it is alleged that a man, or his family, douses his wife with kero-
sene, gasoline, or other flammable liquid, and sets the woman on fire, leading to her 
death. Between 2008 and 2010, over 24,946 dowry deaths were reported in violation of 
the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 ( ACHR, 2012 ). 

 In a country where hundreds and perhaps thousands of newborn girls are mur-
dered each year simply because they are female, little value is given to adult women. 
A British medical journal reported in early 2006 that up to 10 million female fetuses 
had been aborted in India over the past 20 years and about 500,000 female fetuses 
continue to be aborted annually ( Jha, 2006 ). This practice of  female foeticide  is 
the act of aborting a fetus because it is female. In 2008, the Indian prime minister 
described the widespread practice of aborting female fetuses as a “national shame,” 
calling for stricter enforcement of laws devised to prevent doctors from helping par-
ents to avoid the birth of unwanted daughters ( Gentleman, 2008 ). According to the 
provisional census of 2011, the sex ratio (the number of females per 1,000 males) 
continues to fall. For the 0 to 6 age group, the ratio dropped to 914 from 927 in the 
2011 census ( ACHR, 2012 ). 

 India has been proactive in passing laws to protect women from intimate partner 
violence. A major problem is that these laws are often in conflict with social practices 
and seldom enforced ( ACHR, 2012 ). In 1983, intimate partner violence was first rec-
ognized as a specific criminal offense by the introduction of Section 498-A into the 
Indian Penal Code and has been revised since. This section deals with cruelty by a hus-
band or his family toward a married woman. The punishment is imprisonment for up 
to three years and a fine. The complaint against cruelty does not have to be lodged by 




